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Preambie 15 CALFED Record of Decision

This Record of Decision adopts & pragrammatic environmental assessment of
a proferred altarnative. This Docision will make It passibla to begin the process of

site specific environmantal ssssssmants and sarly implementation of many well
defined and badly nesded camponents af the overall plan. Howsver, In some
impurtant respects the ROD can only ba regarded as the selection of a prefarred
approach to management of ths DaITE and it3 wutershed. This appreach has yet 1o
be analyzed for viability and then devsiopod and madified owvar tima. Canflicts
among objectives have yet 1o be analyzed and halancad within the availability of
limited resources. Uncertainties in sclence and tachnolagy will require flaxibility,
but substantial commitvents should not be hased on highly speculative
judgements. The preferred aiternatdve commits 1o a "through-Deita™ conveyance
of water for expors, and to the pursuit of measures 1o imprave water guality.
protsctian of fish, and to clasing the gap batween water supply and damand. etc.
The purposs of this preamble is 1o commit CALFED 1o making the analyses thas are
naeded (a) to devesiop and better define the preferrad alternative, and (b] 10 assure
that there is a carefully consldersd balance among goals that compate for limited
rasources, and (c} to sswmabilsh the graound rules and baundaries that will govern the
further development of tha preferred altsrnative and ite major componsnts 1o &
stage of development and specificity that can then be implemented. Thesa
commitments faill roughly into severat categories.

General Category
. CALFED commiss to compliance with the Mission statement that
“Solutions will soive problams in all problem areas. Improvemsnt far

some problams will not be made without corTasp m"iprov-mont
for other problams®. snd CALFED will avoid “redirectad Impacte™. In
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this cantext “problem arses” are now undsrstoad 1o include, for
sxamapte. both wrrestrial snd aquatic hebiat. both export and area of
arigin lincluding the Delta) water supply and quality: land and other
rasourcs nesds far aach of urban. anvironmental, and agricuftural
purposss as the population grows: st¢.. More adequate water quality,
for exampla. for ans purposs of region of use daes not substiuta for
less adequats water quality far anather purposs or region of use.

] CALFED pledges that svery broad or Site specific measure for
achisving a CALFED gosl will be analyzed technically and impardally
before adaption and implementation in order to assure gompliance
with CALFED’s ptinciplci. compatibility with ather guals, avelidance ot
third party and cumuiative impacts,and for a balanced use aof limited
natural and financial resaurces. This will bs done and ravisions of the
plan made by a process cavered sisewhere in tha RQOD.

. In providing for the nesds of Callfamia‘s enviranment and grawing

population over the life af the plan CALFED will not rely on depistion
ot navural soil and groundwalsr resources.

Threugh-Rejta Canveyance
In devaloping an opdmum plan for through-Delta conveyance of water for

expori the analyses and reguirsmonts of the plan will include but naot ba limited 10
tha following.

e The preferrad alxernadve for through-Delta conveyanae and

interralated plans will be fully analyzed and modifiad as necessary to
comply with all of the State’s owavent and futurs water salinity and
dissolved oxygen atandards.

It will alsa be optimized for compatihie and balanced pravisian for
in-Delta habitat and fish proteodan. in-Oafta water quality. export
water gquality. protection of adequate South Delta warer lavels.,
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canveyance of flood flaws, ssismic risk. etc.. Local sxportice will be
tully utillzed in making this assassment.

e This optimization will inctude consideration of aitsrnative ways to gat
Sacramento watar to the Central Delta with balanced protection of
fishory- Tha altarnatives consid will include rpal tima flow conwrol
chraugh the cvuﬁmm%gm:é&mﬂ
Steamboat Slough, modlﬁcaﬁon of fiow patterns by dredging, flow
conttol hartisrs, hahavioral and screened cantral of fish. ate.
Optimization may also includs 3 naw channel from the Sacramento
River to the Mokehinme channels providing shat it is physically limited

in capacity T8 not mare than 000 cfs and can not readily ba
axpanded in capacity.

s if thers iw any study of an isolated convayance facility as a backup in
the event that an aptinized thraugh-Dslta system proves inadequate
as a balanced mathod of protecting all interasts, then the atudy must
be independsnt of he aptimizing pracess so that proponents of such a
canal can not jeopardize that aptmization process.

. The judgement as to whather ths through-Defta convayance system
has been optimized, and the judgement aa to whather it has besn
adequately tasted must e made after all major features havs besn in
place and resuits have been monkored through a rspresentative series
af hydraulic situstions. This assessmant must than he made by an
open process which includes dellberatian by all interests that are

direcdy affected by water managerient in the Cantral Valley
watershed.

Water Supply

CALFED will promptly farecast a range of probable water supply needs in
and from the Central Valiey to mest the rsasonable funire neads for urhan,

q
Fovvited botaelie e s otnmentat amd Yepaletny amdibis,

haove AOF 575 ?c. o Al fﬁ al"tee l 7l SO ety Steczeerd
?’%M&a/{ a /4,,7‘ - A/ 1»6‘/97, 7

E—022375 "
E-022375



A3/28/68 12:83 CA URBAN WATER AGENCIES > CALFED NO.4S3 PRBs/8d6
- 23729702 73:13 +3166549%7689

Mar-28=00 21:10 From=CALFED 1158
-z-231-00 08:37

+§166540780 Te7 P.06/07 F-d0B

[ag = L g

R |

snvironmental, and agricuitural purpasss throughout the fife of the CALFED plan
and haw much Is needed 1o avoid lang term overdraft of groundwater, cox 94”'

The enwironmental nesd will be hased on CALFED's proposad naﬁnmu:mﬂ»
restoratich plan. The urban need will be hased on urban estinates of need with
due regard To prediciad popudatian growth, The agricuitural need will he
considsred 1o be within a range for which the lowsr snd woauld maintain tha
average lavel of consumptive water use that has baon availstia aver the past
gacade for the production of agriculwral praducts. The upper and of the range
would maintain this same level of water for consumprive uss an a per capita basis
cver time as the population grows.

CALFED wiil then assssa the axient thal this overall need can reallstically be
expecied o bs met with oxisting infrastrucaure and how much more whh (a)
realistically ach;:v‘ﬁat impravemant in muttiple use of existing supplies, (b} realistic
improvement ir‘ilrecyciinn my-diatricts: (c) raalistic recycling of streamflows, and (d)
realistically achievable desalinization of water otherwise too saity for rauss by
methads that include the dizposal of salt and that ars commenaurate wit the ar’, o
+wrrave cost of water development. '

This then will provide a range of pmhahln shortagae in water supply aver the
life of the plan. CALFED wdll than examine the physical feasibility of daveloping
enough increase in water supply 1o avall tihis shortage. It will examina the moat
cost sffective and the least anvironmsntally damaging wavs to provide this
increass in supply. it will gxamine the enviranmental, soeial. and athar costs it the
supply is not provided gad the water shortags & shared |n a belancad manner
amang the environmental, urban, and agricultural needs. It will examine the
increase in value of water that would be necessary to justfy the cost of the
needed additional water supply. and the lead time nacessary 10 incraass the
supply.

Afmer theae analyses are available there will be an ogen process of evaluating
the resules and datarmining to what degree the togisiature and tha siectorate wish
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1o clase the gap between supply and demand varsus living with the consequences
of a furure shortage.

Werar Quality

Water quality improvemant for one region or purpase of use will not be
mads in a way that would dsgrads tha desirable quality of water for another ragian
ar purpose of use. Howsver, the watsr quality thet ia desirable differs far differem
usas. Waisr wades can, tharafore. provide a net bensfit. but must bs avoided if
they cause or exacerbate problams of sait disposal, degrade graundwater quality.
or reduce the opportunity for multipls use ar reuss of water by parves other than
Hw vrunaferor.

New water daveiopmant usually providas high quatihy water. and this can
pravide an overail water quality impravement which is not advarse to any user or
purpose of use. However, manipulation of the naw supply to henafit quality for &
pardoular purpose of use may diminish the porental magnitude of the naw supply.

“Fho-weo-ofnevwsapplies will ot he made in ways-thas-reducethe BOTSTITEN Yor

Samawing-the-gul FITWSI-swpph-and demand. sl LencdHh séoeid
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